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Notes for organiser: 
This is an extended liturgy of the word with a penitential act, first reading and a Gospel reading.  
Please feel free to adapt to your community’s needs.  
 
 
Slide One: (Project Compassion 2017) 
 
Slide Two: (Photograph of Uncle Richard)  
  
Didgeridoo Music played as all become quiet, lowered as Leader Calls all to prayer (below) and then 
rises as the procession takes place.  
  
Reader 1:     
As we gather today on Ash Wednesday to celebrate the beginning of the Church’s season of Lent, 
we acknowledge the traditional owners of this land, the _________ people.  We wish to acknowledge 
and offer our respect to their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of 
this town/city and this region.   
 
Let us now join in signing together to acknowledge that we are gathered as one on Holy Ground.  
  
Slide Three: (Smoking Ceremony)  
 
Incense bearer leads procession to the altar (optional): the Reader holds high the Book of the Gospel, 
the ministers who will ash the community carry the ashes.    
 
All precede the Celebrant/ Leader of the Ash Wednesday Liturgy.  
  
Slide Four: (Holy Ground)  
  
Gathering song 
Song: This is Holy Ground    Composer: Christopher Beatty     
 
Choir or lead class:  
This is Holy Ground,   
We’re standing on Holy Ground,  
For the Lord is Present   
And where God is, is Holy  
This is Holy Ground,  
We’re standing on Holy Ground  
For the Lord is Present   
And where God is, is Holy.  
  
All Repeat Verse 1  
Ashes and Book in front of altar are held high and incensed   
 
Slide Five: (Holy hands)  
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Choir or lead class:  
These are holy hands  
we’re lifting up holy hands;  
He works through these hands  
And so these hands are holy  
These are holy hands,  
He’s given us holy hands;  
He works through these hands.  
And so these hands are Holy.  
  
All repeat Verse 2  

Slide Six: (Almsgiving, prayer and fasting)  
 
Leader: Let us begin our liturgy of the word together with the sign of the cross.  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
All Amen. 
 
Reader 2: 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, the 40 day journey to the most important time in the 
Church’s calendar – Easter. Today and throughout this Lenten season, we remember our humanness, 
our weakness, our mortality.  
 
In the readings today, the Prophet Joel and the Gospel of Matthew call us to repentance, reconciliation, 
fasting, prayer and almsgiving.  This call takes us to the heart of the penitential season of Lent: a 
conversion of heart that comes from a renewed and revitalized relationship with our God who is gracious 
and merciful and bestows abundant life on all. 
 
The ashes we receive today are a symbol of our own mortality and call us to repentance, to turn away 
from selfishness to the ‘greatest commandment of the law’, the love of God and the love of one’s 
neighbour which is at the heart of this year’s Caritas Australia Project Compassion appeal.  
 
PENITENTIAL ACT  
Slide Seven – Nine: (Responses with images) 
 
Leader: Lord, for the times we have let our egos get in the way of seeing the humanity of others and 
allowing ourselves to be fully present to their needs, we ask for your forgiveness. Lord have mercy.....  
Response: Lord have mercy.  
 
Leader: Lord, for the times that we have allowed greed for material possessions guide us and in so 
doing been blinded to the damage our choices for consumerism have on our relationships and the 
environment, we ask for your forgiveness. Christ have mercy….  
Response: Christ have mercy.  
 
Leader: Lord, for the times we have ignored our neighbour and turned our backs on those seeking our 
love and compassion, we ask for your forgiveness. Lord have mercy…. 
Response: Lord have mercy.  
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Slide Ten: (Project Compassion 2017) 
 
Leader: 
God of love and compassion,  
You created each of us as unique images of you,  
Yet you created us as one human family.  
We pray that during this Lenten season, 
We may have the courage to turn away from selfishness to follow your greatest commandment,  
To love You and to love our neighbours. 
We make this prayer in Jesus’ name.   
All: Amen 
 
Slide Eleven:  (Quote from first reading with image) 
 
First Reading 
Reader 3: A reading from the prophet Joel (2:12-17) 
‘Now, now – it is the Lord who speaks –come back to me with all your heart, fasting, weeping, mourning.’ 
Let your hearts be broken, not your garments torn, turn to the Lord your God again, for he is all 
tenderness and compassion, slow to anger, rich in graciousness, and ready to relent. Who knows if he 
will not turn again, will not relent, will not leave a blessing as he passes, oblation and libation for the Lord 
your God?  
Sound the trumpet in Zion! Order a fast, proclaim a solemn assembly, call the people together, summon 
the community, assemble the elders, gather the children, even the infants at the breast. 
Let the bridegroom leave his bedroom and the bride her alcove. Between vestibule and altar let   the 
priests, the ministers of the Lord, lament. 
Let them say, ‘Spare your people, Lord! Do not make your heritage a thing of shame, a byword for the 
nations. Why should it be said among the nations, “Where is their God?”’ Then the Lord, jealous on 
behalf of his land, took pity on his people. 
The word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Slide Twelve:  (Response with image) 
 
Responsorial Psalm (Ps 50:3-6. 12-14. 17. R. v.3)  
 

Reader 4: The response will be - Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. 
In your compassion blot out my offence. 
O wash me more and more from my guilt 
and cleanse me from my sin. Response 

 

My offences truly I know them; 
my sin is always before me. 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned: 
what is evil in your sight I have done. Response 

 

 

http://liturgyhelp.com.au/resource_file/wav/Zion.mp3
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A pure heart create for me, O God, 
put a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, 
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. Response  

 

Give me again the joy of your help; 
with a spirit of fervour sustain me. 
O Lord, open my lips 
and my mouth shall declare your praise. Response 

 
Slide Thirteen:  (Gospel acclamation with image)  
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Reader 4: Please stand to welcome the Gospel. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

 
Slide Fourteen:  (Gospel message with image) 
 
Gospel Reading 
 
Reader 5: A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew (6:1-6, 16-18) 
Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘Be careful not to parade your good deeds before men to attract their notice; by doing this you will lose 
all reward from your Father in heaven. So when you give alms, do not have it trumpeted before you; this 
is what the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets to win men’s admiration. I tell you 
solemnly, they have had their reward. But when you give alms, your left hand must not know what your 
right is doing; your almsgiving must be secret, and your Father who sees all that is done in secret will 
reward you. 

‘And when you pray, do not imitate the hypocrites: they love to say their prayers standing up in the 
synagogues and at the street corners for people to see them. I tell you solemnly, they have had their 
reward. But when you pray, go to your private room and, when you have shut your door, pray to your 
Father who is in that secret place, and your Father who sees all that is done in secret will reward you. 

‘When you fast do not put on a gloomy look as the hypocrites do: they pull long faces to let men know 
they are fasting. I tell you solemnly, they have had their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head 
and wash your face, so that no one will know you are fasting except your Father who sees all that is 
done in secret; and your Father who sees all that is done in secret will reward you.’ 

 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 
Slide Fifteen: (Smoking ceremony) 
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Distribution of ashes 
Leader: On Ash Wednesday a cross is marked on our foreheads with ashes. The ashes used today, 
come from the branches used in last year’s Palm Sunday ceremonies. These branches are burnt and the 
ashes stored ready to use for today’s liturgy.  
 
These blessed ashes remind us that we belong to God and are preparing for Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. They symbolise our need for repentance and renewal.  
 
Note: Ashes are placed in the form of a cross on the forehead with these words: “Repent, and believe in 
the Gospel” or “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
 
Slide Sixteen: (Project Compassion 2017)  
 
Suggested reflective song with clip for distribution of ashes  
Above the Broken, by Emmanuel Worship  
 
Slide Seventeen – Twenty-one:  (Faces of Project Compassion 2017)  
 
Prayers of Intercession   
 
Leader: Lord, we are marked with the sign of your cross, a symbol of love and total giving of self. As we 
begin our Lenten journey, we join together in prayer, asking your blessing for our world and all people.  
 
Reader: For our brothers and sisters throughout the world who experience poverty and injustice as a 

result of greed and power:  That leaders of all nations resist these temptations and commit themselves to 

the Common Good as they turn to justice and peace for all. As One We Pray… 

All: Lord hear our prayer.  
 
Reader: For our sisters and brothers throughout the world who live with discrimination and rejection: 

May they experience your healing and transforming love through our actions of acceptance and mercy. 

As One We Pray… 

All: Lord hear our prayer.   

Reader: For the First Australians, like Uncle Richard, who were taken from their families as children: 
May they, with their voices heard and their gifts encouraged, become signs of justice and goodness in 
the world today. That all Australians journey with them together as neighbours in this process of 
healing. As One We Pray…  
 
All: Lord hear our prayer.  
 
Reader: For this community as we commence this Lenten journey: That the ash on our foreheads be a 
visible sign of our commitment to prayer, fasting and almsgiving. As One We Pray… 
 
All: Lord hear our prayer.  
 
Reader: For the work of Caritas Australia: That through our support of Project Compassion, May Caritas 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQ_bnNGl8VE
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help our sisters and brothers around the world who need the love and compassion of a Neighbour. As 
One We Pray…  
   
All: Lord hear our prayer.   
 
Slide: Twenty-two (Mother earth) 
 
Leader:  
Lord, hear these prayers and the prayers in the hearts of all gathered today. 
Help us to overcome greed, selfishness and indifference, so that we can all follow the example of your 
son Jesus, to love our neighbours. 
All: Amen 
 
Slide Twenty-three:  (Faces of Project Compassion 2017)  
 
Sending Forth 
Leader: 
God of love and mercy,  
This Lent after the ash is washed away and we move through this journey of prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving to Easter let us hold in our hearts and minds - all of our neighbours - the oppressed, the 
hungry, the broken-hearted, the captives, the prisoners.  
 
Fill us with strength to fast so that others may have more of the world’s resources and the courage to 
bring the good news to those most deeply affected by the inequities in our world.  
May we join in the work of Caritas Australia by giving generously to Project Compassion to ensure that 
all our sisters and brothers throughout the world experience welcome in the community. 
Amen. 
 
Recessional Song 
Song: They’ll know we are Christians  Composer: Peter Scholtes  
Song: A New Heart for a New World Composer: Tricia Watts 
 

 
 

 


