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Dear Colleagues

It was great to see so many of you at the Parish Priests 
and Principals Briefing last Tuesday. While I appreciate 
that it takes you out of your schools, these briefings 
provide a rare opportunity for the leaders of Catholic 
education to come together, share information and 
break bread. As we approach the end of Term 3, I want 
to thank you all for your continuing efforts on behalf of 
Catholic education and the students in our care. I hope 
the coming holidays will be an opportunity for you to 
rest and relax and spend time with family and friends.

Education State
The Victorian Government is adjusting its focus to 
become the ‘Education State’. The manifesto was 
launched by the government during last year’s election 
campaign, and includes an ambitious, whole-of-
government approach to education. 

While the initial rhetoric sounds promising, we remain 
cautious of what it will actually mean for our sector. 
Though the Victorian Government has talked about 
honouring its Gonski commitments, the department 
will be ignoring the Commonwealth model, and using 
its own methodology to allocate funding to schools, 
including us. Of the $1.4 billion in additional funding 
announced over the next four years, we don’t expect 
Catholic funding to increase by more than enrolment 
growth and inflation.

Bracks’ Review – Release of Interim Report
As reported in the last edition of Director’s eNews, the 
Victorian Government has commissioned the Hon. Steve 
Bracks AC to consider and make recommendations about 
Victoria’s government school funding system. Catholic 
Education Melbourne provided a submission to this process.

The interim report was released last Sunday. Its contents 
are quiet limited, and it mostly summarises feedback 
collected from stakeholders to date.

The prevailing view from stakeholders is that more could 
be done to tackle disadvantage. These concerns relate to 
the current Victorian funding model, which includes a four 
per cent equity component to compensate for students’ 
additional learning needs, and whether this funding is 
sufficient to meet the needs of students with disabilities.

Stakeholders also expressed an interest in making the 
education department, school councils and principals 
more accountable for and transparent about their 
decisions, which is a characteristic of our system.

While the Review is specifically focused on government 
schools, Catholic education should pay attention to the 
outcomes of the Review. 

In the future, our schools are likely to be funded in a 
similar way (similar model) to government schools in 
the future. There are moves to bring all schools within 

the same funding models (e.g. the Gonski model), which 
will mean that the Financial Assistance Model (FAM) will 
likely change to make this similar to the new model the 
Victorian Government develops for government schools.

When funding of government schools is inequitable, 
Catholic schools can struggle to compete with 
government schools.

Catholic education needs to make sure that government 
schools are treated consistently to Catholic schools so 
that when the funding needs of government and Catholic 
schools are compared directly, Catholic schools receive 
equitable treatment.

Mr Bracks is expected to report to the Victorian 
Government by the end of this year.

Students with Disability Inquiry
The Senate Education and Employment References 
Committee have commenced an inquiry into the current 
levels of access to schooling for students with disability, 
their levels of attainment and the impact that the current 
system may have on students and families where support 
has been inadequate.

The NCEC has prepared a submission to the inquiry 
on behalf of Catholic education. Catholic Education 
Melbourne played a significant role in shaping its scope, 
particularly with relation to or position on funding.
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Of most concern to us is the inquiry concluding that 
Catholic school systems do not provide adequate funding 
for students with disabilities. It’s an easy conclusion to 
draw, when the Australian Education Act funding model 
grossly over-estimates the amounts that systems can 
allocate towards these students.

I will be giving evidence on behalf of Catholic education this 
coming Friday as part of the Committee’s inquiry process.

VAGO
The Victorian Auditor General’s Office (VAGO) is auditing 
Victorian Government grants to non-government schools 
‘to assess whether non-government schools have applied 
grants for their intended purposes, and used the money 
economically, efficiently and effectively’.

In simple terms, their audit is considering how the 
Victorian government monitors how both grants are spent 
by schools, and what education outcomes are achieved 
by students. The audit is also looking at how Victorian 
Government grants are allocated to Catholic schools.

Given the commentary provided by the Auditor General 
at the beginning of the audit, we are disappointed about 
negative preconceptions that VAGO has brought into the 
audit.

Our biggest concern is that the audit will lead to more 
red tape and regulatory burdens for your schools. This 
is particularly concerning given that we comply with 
all legislative and regulatory requirements expected 
of us under our agreements with the state and federal 
governments.

Catholic education has participated fully with the process, 
and we will have the opportunity to comment on a VAGO 
draft report before the final report is tabled in parliament 
next year.

Federation Reform
The Australian Government’s ‘Reform the Federation’ 
Green Paper has been released. The federation reform 
agenda is seeking to realign the delivery of funding and 
services offered by state and federal governments. On the 
key areas that the process is looking at is school education.

As you are aware, both levels of government can have 
competing policy priorities for schooling, leading to 
inconsistencies, duplication and overlap in how schools 
are funded and regulated.

After holding public consultations around the country, 
the Green Paper has proposed four options to reform 
schooling policy across government in Australia.

These options are currently being considered by Catholic 
education across Australia. I hope to provide you with an 
update on our position early in Term 4.

The next step in this process is for the government to 
release a White Paper by the end of this year.

Catholic Identity and Social Justice
I, like most of you, was shocked by the tragic photo on the 
front page of the papers this week of Aylan (Alan) Kurdi 
lying dead on a Turkish beach. Since then I have seen people 
moved to tears by this one image. It has mobilised people 
and governments all over the world to act, many of whom 
had become indifferent to the ongoing plight of so many.  
As one commentator has said, this is not the time to be 
silent. I was pleased to hear that the Abbott Government  
has agreed to act on the crisis, agreeing to permanently 
resettle 12,000 refugees, and to provide $44 million in aid 
to support refugees in Lebanon, Turkey and Jordan. One of 
this week’s Catholic Identity articles (page 3) provides recent 
responses to this continuing human misery. 

Aylan’s death comes during the week that the Australian 
Catholic Bishops’ Social Justice Statement, For Those Who’ve 
Come Across the Seas: Justice for refugees and asylum 
seekers, was launched, ahead of Social Justice Sunday (on 
Sunday 27 September). I encourage you to take up the 
bishops’ request (page 9) to promote the Statement leading 
up to Social Justice Sunday and to incorporate the Statement 
in various ways in your school’s curriculum, events and 
activities, with students and staff over the coming year.

Mission Month
October is Mission Month and we are reminded of our 
call to contribute to the Church’s work in support of those 
living in poverty and violence. I encourage you to consider 

supporting Catholic Mission in your fundraising efforts in 
October. The generosity of Melbournians continues to be a 
vital component of the effectiveness of Catholic Mission in 
Australia, which this year marks the 175th anniversary of its 
establishment. More information is available on page 13.

October is a popular month for focusing on issues of 
community concern. I draw your attention here also to 
National Safe Work Month and Walktober. The first week  
in October (4–10 October) is also Mental Health Week.  
You can find more about these important activities further 
in this edition. 

Vale Father Frank Martin
It was with sadness that I announced last week that Father 
Francis ‘Frank’ Martin, aged 87 years, died peacefully on 
Wednesday 2 September 2015. Father Frank was Director  
of the Catholic Education Office during the period 1970–
1980, during which time he also served as the Secretary  
of the Catholic Education Board. A full obituary can be read 
on page 6.

In this edition …
In this edition you can read two Catholic Identity pieces, one 
written by Bishop Terry Curtin about Jesus and discipleship, 
and the second by Mr Tony Byrne on the response to the 
current Syrian crisis. There is also a school practice story from 
St Thomas More’s School in Hadfield, a briefing on growth 
areas for planned schools, and our regular news items.

This is the final edition of Director’s eNews for Term 3;  
the first edition of Term 4 will be released on Friday  
9 October. I encourage you to contact Denise Symonds at 
(03) 9267 0228 or dsymonds@ceomelb.catholic.edu.au 
to share stories of innovation and/or good practice
from your school. I encourage you to email me at 
execdirector@ceomelb.catholic.edu.au if you have
any issues or matters of concern.

Yours sincerely 

Stephen Elder 
Executive Director

MAILTO:dsymonds%40ceomelb.catholic.edu.au
MAILTO:execdirector%40ceomelb.catholic.edu.au
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CATHOLIC IDENTITY

‘Who do you say I am?’
By Bishop Terry Curtin DD, Auxiliary Bishop, Northern Region, 
Archdiocese of Melbourne

This coming Sunday in our gospel reading we hear the 
instructions of Jesus on discipleship. The setting is in the  
far north, in an alienated land. He speaks to them while 
they are ‘on the way’, which is always the real place of 
discipleship. Here is Jesus, who suddenly turns and questions 
his disciples (and us): ‘Who do people say I am? … [and then 
comes the twister] But who do you say I am?’ It seems to me 
he is seeking an understanding that comes more from prayer 
than from any theorising. Peter’s answer is simple: ‘You are 
the Christ’.

But Jesus takes it further, telling them how he was ‘to suffer 
grievously, to be put to death, and after three days to rise 
again’. Clearly this is important because we find it repeated 
three times at the start of the second half of Mark’s gospel. 
Now Jesus is speaking openly, which he had not done 
before. Earlier he attracted his followers by his fascinating 
person, his powers, and his goodness. Now we hear instead, 
clear yet hard words, of rejection and death, which create 
bewilderment and dismay. So Peter reacts in protest because 
he cannot accept that this should happen to Jesus. 

All of which leads me to a question, especially for those of us 
who are closely involved by office and calling in the lives of 
those we are sent to serve. What kind of acceptance do we 
have of the cross that others carry? I need to ask that because 
it’s true we certainly expect acceptance and recognition of our 
own! Sometimes if we are honest, through our own judgments 
we actually add to the cross that others have to carry. Once 
we were taught to pray three Hail Marys for purity, but I would 
say, pray instead for a merciful heart, so that we can welcome 
those who carry their cross of whatever kind, and ask that we 
might welcome the wounded and the sinner in the same way 
that Jesus would welcome them. 

Often those who find themselves called to bear another’s pain 
are both ordinary and unwilling – indeed the experienced 
avoid choosing those who think they are God’s gift to the 
needy! Rather, it’s ordinary men and women, practical and 
with a good sense of humour, unselfconscious carers, who 
are able to take people to their hearts without conditions 
and without expectation. This is loving as Jesus loves, 
unconditionally and unilaterally. And because these people 
who care are fully human and have other interests they are 
able to sustain their caring and less likely to burn out.

It’s a lesson given to us in many forms. Remember the parable 
of the talents? The man who risked his heart, opening it to 
love, found it had grown and expanded – while the man who 
locked his in a rust-proof box and buried it for safe-keeping 
was the one who found when the time came to give it back 
that it had shrivelled up beyond repair. People will sometimes 
comment as they look on from outside, ‘Aren’t you wonderful? 
I do admire you. I could never do anything like that!’ But those 
addressed in this way are not really heroes. Rather, they are 
ordinary men and women, not overnight Florence Nightingales 
or Mother Teresas. Beginning in small ways, as they gain 
confidence and wisdom they find themselves drawn into 
deeper and deeper engagement.

In this setting I think of the mother, terminally ill and raising a 
single daughter on her own, who when offered radiotherapy 
replied, ‘I want whatever is best for my daughter. I don’t 
care what I go through, if it’s right for her’. I think of my own 
brother with 16 years of cancer, who told me towards the 
end, ‘If I’ve been able to help one person through this then 
it’s all been worthwhile’. There is a rare beauty in selflessness 
of this kind, a kind of holiness we can understand – God’s 
love shining through a weak human being.

When we are challenged by Jesus what response are we 
to make? First we should hear in this an implicit call to 
prayer, to adore the mystery of the divine plan, so hard to 
understand, to accept. We need to pray, to ask for the grace 
to accept Jesus as he really is. Second, we should praise the 
Lord, who has shown himself to us so clearly and without any 
illusions, to thank God when he manifests himself in us with 
the same reality of death and resurrection, because then we 
are at the centre of the gospel. The life of faith is not all roses 
and warm fuzzies.

All those situations which at first sight appear unacceptable, 
incomprehensible, and which tempt us to cry out, ‘Anything 
but that!’ are really the situations which place us at the very 
centre of the mystery of God. Might we learn that today, 
accept it with trusting faith, and bring it into our lives and 
our service of others.

Bishop Terry Curtin can be contacted at Terry.Curtin@cam.org.au.   

Aylan Kurdi, an initial response
By Tony Byrne, Manager, Catholic Identity, Catholic Education 
Melbourne

The photo of tiny Aylan Kurdi last week has managed to 
break through our various protective barriers and shields 
around the ongoing plight of so many refugees and displaced 
people and made the news. While so many of our Catholic 
schools exercise their deeply held belief in the God-given 
dignity of each human person by welcoming refugee and 
asylum seeker children and families into their community,  
we can easily forget, in the face of constant and ever-growing 
calls on our compassion, that providing care for the stranger 
and shelter for the homeless is a basic part of being Catholic.

Recent responses to the heart-wrenching image of Aylan  
and the broader crisis can be found on RESource in the 
‘Current Catholic Context’ section of the Justice and Peace 
unit. The complexity of this seemingly unending refugee 
and asylum seeker crisis requires an ongoing multifaceted 
response. For Catholics it begins with – and is sustained 
by – prayer. The following prayer comes from the Australian 
Catholic Social Justice Council:

All of which leads me to a question, especially for those of us 

who are closely involved by office and calling in the lives of 

those we are sent to serve. What kind of acceptance do we 

have of the cross that others carry?

mailto:Terry.Curtin%40cam.org.au
http://www.resourcemelb.catholic.edu.au/object.cfm?o=104&pid=1810&showrm=true&uptam=false
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A prayer for justice for refugees and asylum seekers 
God of mercy, help me to remember:
My ancestors came across the seas!
Help me keep in my mind
Those who came long ago
And those who now come to our shores.

As I face you in prayer, God of Compassion,
I remember my country’s words:
Send them back or Stop the boats.
Then I fear, not your anger
But the steady gaze of boundless love
and unlimited compassion
That impel me to hear Jesus’ command:
Love one another, as I have loved you
Or Pope Francis’ call to open our hearts
To a universal communion
Which excludes nothing and no one.

Daring to step into such relationship, I pray
For those forced to leave family,
home and all they hold dear;
May they find safe passage and helping hands.

I pray for an end to the wars and oppression
that forced them to leave;
I pray that those who welcome them
are blessed in abundance.

And with deep humility
and a heart hungry for justice,
I pray that we Australians, citizens and leaders,
Open our eyes, our minds and our hearts
That we may see, understand and welcome
our brothers and sisters.

May our change of heart penetrate to our beginnings
As strangers in this land.
May we allow those we displaced
– the First People of this land – to welcome us.
Then knowing, in humility, what it is to be welcomed,
We will know how to welcome
the strangers who come to our shores.

This we ask in the name of Jesus your Son,
In whom we are no longer strangers. Amen.

SCHOOL PRACTICE

St Thomas More Naturescape
By Marcy De Nardis, Principal at St Thomas More’s School, Hadfield

St Thomas More’s School in Hadfield is an outward-facing 
school that values thinking outside the box. With a firm 
belief in developing the gifts, passions and talents of all 
children, the school always looks for new and varied ways to 
inspire, embrace and teach. The school has seen significant 
change over the past few years. From developing its flexible 
learning spaces and its sports facilities, to establishing areas 
for performing and visual arts, promoting hands-on inquiries 
and more, the school has explored many and varied ways of 
maximising learning and engaging each student through both 
the spaces around the school and varied learning activities.

One of the latest developments at St Thomas More is an 
outdoor play space. This is seen as a vital facility, not only to 
engage the children physically during breaks, but as a space 
for learning, exploration and skill development right across 
the curriculum.

Exploring a new playground
St Thomas More’s was in need of a new play space as the old 
playground had been dismantled because it no longer met 
regulations and was not safe. The students, especially those 
in Prep to Year 4, had been without a playground for some 
months. Initially, the school investigated conventional play 
equipment to allow children to exert themselves physically 
and engage gross motor skills. In the researching of this, 
the students, teachers and parents were surveyed and a 
variety of standard play equipment was identified. The 
school developed a team of parents who helped research 
playground equipment and ideas. 

As part of our surveys of members of our community, one of 
the parents came forward and spoke with the action group 
about his work on visitor experience at Melbourne Zoo. 
His suggestions about natural spaces were investigated by 

the action group and brought to the school board. Through 
this process, it was eventually established that while a 
conventional playground would meet the students’ basic 
needs, developing the playground as an ‘outdoor learning 
space’ would not only achieve the initial aims but also broaden 
the opportunities for children across a range of areas. 

And so, an exploration into natural play spaces or 
Naturescapes began. This direction would not only provide 
children with a play space to develop their physical 
requirements, but it would also facilitate their learning and 
align this to the school’s approach to wellbeing and the 
emerging trends in education for sustainability within Catholic 
Education Melbourne. 

Designing a Naturescape
Many factors were considered in the development of the 
natural play space. The placement of the new construction, 
timeframes, cost and input from the children were all vital 
in bringing this project together. Outside these areas, other 
more unconventional considerations were given particular 
attention, such as risk factors.

Risk in natural spaces is unavoidable. The school held that 
students should not be placed at unnecessary risk when 
using the play space, and the design and construction should 
meet all relevant Australian standards. This said, however, 
it was also deemed important that children should be able 
to take reasonable risks in exploring the space. As described 

http://www.stmhadfield.catholic.edu.au/
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in the Catholic Education Melbourne framework, not 
developing a connectedness with natural environments may 
have more negative effects on a child than the risk of injury. 
Thus, the new play space deliberately incorporated elements 
that embraced a degree of risk.

Other particular areas of focus in the development of the new 
play space included developing the naturespace to deliver: 

• nature-based spaces and equipment that encourage play, 
discovery and learning 

• a way to extend the classroom into an outdoor setting to 
provide a rich, seasonally variable learning environment 

• some shelter from rain for year-round play and learning 
• safety, while challenging students both physically and 

cognitively 
• natural and locally sourced plants and materials 
• a space that is underpinned by environmentally 

sustainable principles 
• challenges to fine and gross motor skills 
• low maintenance.

Guiding principles
Throughout the process of developing the play space, a set 
of guiding principles were used in constructing the master 
plan as well as in the subsequent implementation of the 
plan. These principles were:

• Natural spaces help develop children as stewards of 
nature and nurtures their wellbeing.

• A sense of adventure and a sense of fun will be the basic 
tools needed to explore the nature space.

• Children learn through play. Learning is doing, feeling, 
experiencing, reflecting and listening.

• Evoking senses is key to children’s learning. The space 
maximises the use of textures, sounds and smells and 
explore opportunities for edible plants.

• Children in charge learn best. The learning space offers 
opportunities for children to build, manipulate and alter 
the landscape in some way.

• Environmental design principles will underpin all aspects 
of design and delivery of ‘Keeper Kids’, including the 
design process, material selection and daily operations.

• Curriculum links are embedded in the design and 
delivery of the learning space so that teachers have an 
outdoor learning space at their fingertip.

• Conversations and cooperation between children are 
encouraged to facilitate learning and collaboration.

As can be seen, the school’s primary thoughts as the play 
space was developed concerned play, the environment and 
how the space could be used in a multitude of ways and  
across a multitude of curriculum areas. Any outdoor, 
unstructured natural space offers learning opportunities.  
The secret to creating an outdoor learning space within any 
school learning environment is to balance the natural features 
and design the space with features that provide strong links 
to the curriculum and allow teachers to be creative and 
inventive and to keep the learning contextual and exciting. 
We held workshops with teaching staff to identify the key 
stories, features and operational needs of the play space and 
ran many brainstorming sessions on the varied ways the space 
could be used right through the curriculum. 

Education for sustainability
Catholic Education Melbourne 
is preparing an ‘Education for 
Sustainability’ framework. This 
document clearly articulates the 
need to engage children in nature. 
It acknowledges that if positive 
experiences in nature are not 
developed early, children may 
actually run the risk of developing 
negative attitudes instead. 

The framework acknowledges the role of Catholic education 
in delivering education for sustainability, its role in nurturing 
students as stewards of the natural environment and its role 
in sustainability education and in nurturing student wellbeing 
and the Catholic faith.

The new Naturescape engages children in the outdoors 
through nature-based play. All students, with an emphasis 
on children in Prep to Year 4 (ages five through to eight 
years), are challenged; they use the same gross motor skills 

as with conventional play equipment but through a more 
complex, seasonally variable and natural setting. The use of 
natural materials and local indigenous plants has the added 
dimension of attracting invertebrates and other wildlife and 
provides a space that lends itself to studying many areas 
of the curriculum, extending the learning outside. This is 
an outdoor learning environment that is used all day, both 
during breaks and during class as an outdoor classroom. 
After all, learning is child’s play.

Marcy De Nardis can be contacted at 9306 6225 or  
principal@stmhadfield.catholic.edu.au. 

BRIEFING

Growth Areas Update
I released plans to open 19 new Catholic schools to News 
Limited papers this week and the Catholic education brand 
received invaluable mainstream promotion in the Herald Sun 
and Geelong Advertiser (see media summary for details).

Provisions for the new schools are contained in the new 
Catholic Education Melbourne Strategic Plan and are 
predominantly contained within Metropolitan Planning 
Authority (MPA) growth areas.

We continue to work with growth area councils, developers 
and other key stakeholders in the delivery of their Precinct 
Structure Plan (PSP) for new communities that will cater for 
between 10 and 30 thousand residents.

Catholic schools will be located to maximise educational 
outcomes for students and the benefits of community 
facilities and resources such as community centres, early 
learning hubs, active open space, walking and cycling paths 
and public transport.

This approach is consistent with the principles contained in 
our policy document School and Community Partnerships: 
Planning Catholic Schools in Precincts with Services and 

mailto:principal%40stmhadfield.catholic.edu.au
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Facilities (Draft May 2014) and Models of Community 
Facilities for Catholic School Sites (December 2014).

Rockbank
The Metropolitan Planning Authority (MPA) has now 
commenced a final round of community consultation on 
the Rockbank Precinct Structure Plan (PSP). The Rockbank 
PSP will ultimately guide the delivery of an additional 
7,932 housing lots and a major town centre adjacent to 
Rockbank train station (Rockbank is in the City of Melton). 
The plan covers a land area of 752 hectares and sets out new 
schools, improved transport connections and upgrades to 
existing roads, local parks and walking and cycling trails to 
complement residential and commercial growth. 

The precinct is centred on a new major town centre which 
will play an important role in providing access to the 
local services and facilities we all need within a walkable 
residential catchment. Strategic work has identified the 
need for one Catholic primary school in this area. Catholic 
education has been working closely with the MPA through 
the development of this PSP and has secured a designated 
primary site on the future urban structure plan.

Sunbury
The MPA has begun preparation of the Sunbury South PSP 
and the Lancefield Road PSP in partnership with Hume City 
Council. These PSPs are being prepared simultaneously to 
provide a coordinated framework for development.

Sunbury South and Lancefield Road are located in the City of 
Hume and will ultimately form part of an expansion of the 

existing Sunbury Township. The Sunbury South PSP covers an 
area of approximately 850 hectares with a projected yield of 
9,000 dwellings; the Lancefield Road PSP covers an area of 
approximately 700 hectares with a projected yield of 6,000 
dwellings. Catholic education is currently working with the 
MPA, the Sunbury Parish and Salesian College on future 
Catholic school provision. Two Catholic primary school sites 
and one Catholic secondary school site have been identified 
and designated on the draft future urban structure plan. 

Wollert
The MPA in collaboration with the City of Whittlesea has 
prepared Amendment C187 to the Whittlesea Planning 
Scheme. This amendment concerns the preparation of the 
Wollert PSP and the Wollert Development Contributions Plan 
(DCP). The MPA and the City of Whittlesea have prepared 
these plans in consultation with government agencies and 
service authorities.

The planned precinct covers an area of 1434 hectares and 
is bound by Craigieburn Road East to the south, Summerhill 
Road in the north, Curly Sedge Creek in the west and the 
reservation for the future E6 to the east. The plans and 
associated documents are now available for public comment. 
Catholic Education Melbourne has two primary sites and one 
secondary site designated in this PSP area.

In all these PSPs, we are endeavouring to locate our schools 
so that they can maximise the benefits of community 
facilities and resources such as community centres, early 
learning hubs, active open space, walking and cycling paths 
and public transport. Consequently, we are collaborating 
with the MPA, the Department of Education & Training 
and council planners to develop models of integrating our 
schools into community hubs in these PSPs that improve the 
educational outcomes of our students while making positive 
contributions to the development of the communities.  
This approach is consistent with the principles contained in 
our policy document, ‘School and Community Partnerships: 
Planning Catholic Schools in Precincts with Services and 
Facilities’ (Draft May 2014) and Models of Community 
Facilities for Catholic School Sites (December 2014).

CATHOLIC EDUCATION NEWS

Principal appointments 
Congratulations to five principals who have been appointed 
to schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne:

• Karen Jebb has been appointed Principal at Genazzano 
FCJ College in Kew, commencing Term 1, 2016. She is 
currently Principal at Our Lady of Sion College in Box Hill.

• Catherine Livingston has been appointed Principal at  
St Joseph’s College, Ferntree Gully, commencing in  
Term 1, 2016. She is currently Deputy Principal at  
Parade College, Bundoora.

• Dr Steve Bellesini has been appointed Principal at  
St Francis Xavier’s School in Box Hill, commencing  
Term 1, 2016. He is currently Principal at Resurrection 
School, Keysborough.

• Mary Kearney has been appointed Principal at St Joseph’s 
School, Northcote, commencing Term 1, 2016. She is 
currently Deputy Principal at St Oliver Plunkett’s School, 
Pascoe Vale.

• Tonia Flanagan has been appointed Principal at St John’s 
School, Frankston East, commencing Term 2, 2016. She is 
currently an educational consultant at the Catholic Schools 
Office in the Diocese of Lismore.

Vale Father Frank Martin
Father Francis ‘Frank’ Martin, aged 87 years, died peacefully 
on Wednesday 2 September 2015. Father Frank was Director 
of the Catholic Education Office during the period 1970–
1980, during which time he also served as the Secretary of 
the Catholic Education Board.

Before this appointment, Father Frank served for many years 
in Catholic education. He was an Inspector of Schools in the 
Catholic Education Office before being appointed Director 
of Religious Instruction in Government Schools in 1962. 
At this time there were nearly 20,000 Catholic students in 
government schools, which grew to 48,000 within the next 
five years. Under his leadership a series of highly successful 

http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=26963
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=26963
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=26963
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=26963
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engaged as an early childhood teacher for any period during 
the two years from 1 October 2013 to 30 September 2015 
are eligible to be registered under the transitional provisions. 

All early childhood teachers will need to do one or more of 
the following registration tasks:

• Update their criminal record check.
• Renew their registration.
• Pay the annual fee.

Applications are via a MyVIT account. 

Staff who are already registered as a teacher and would like 
to be registered as an early childhood teacher will need to 
make a second registration application. The cost to maintain 
a second registration will be no more than 25 per cent of 
maintaining an initial registration.

For more information see the COMS circular (27 March 
2015) on the CEVN website, or the VIT website, or contact 
Dennis Torpy at the CEOM at 9267 0228 or dtorpy@ceomelb.
catholic.edu.au. 

 PROFESSIONAL READING/VIEWING

Successful School Leadership across Contexts and Cultures  
by Dr David Gurr (in Leading & Managing, 20 (2), Spring/Summer, 
2014, 75–88 – Available to purchase for AU$4.00)

In this article Dr David Gurr explains the influence of context 
and culture on the practice of leadership, viewed through the 
lens of research on successful school leadership as part of the 
International Successful School Principal Project (ISSPP) and 
the International Leadership Development Network.

Examples of practice in four different contexts are provided:

1. Same leadership across different context and culture
2. Leadership for change – leadership responding to context 

and culture
3. Leadership across countries – Australian, Indonesian and 

Singaporean models of successful school leadership
4. Leadership in challenging circumstances – leadership 

struggling to respond to culture and context.

catechists’ courses were developed to train people in this 
role and work was begun on teaching materials, such as the 
My Way to God series and the Let’s Go Together program. 
These were also used in many Catholic schools. 

Father Frank was also involved in negotiations between 
the State and Federal governments and the Office. Being a 
member of the Australian Schools Commission also played 
a big part in the busy life of Father Frank, among his other 
commitments. A significant contribution was his role in 
persuading his fellow commissioners that they should 
support recurrent funding of Catholic schools, especially 
parish primary schools. 

After leaving the Catholic Education Office, he was the first 
parish priest at St Paul Apostle North School in Endeavour 
Hills, from 1980 to 1986, and was Parish Priest of Our Lady of 
the Assumption School in Cheltenham from 1987 to 2007.

Father Frank will be remembered for his loyal service to 
Catholic education and to all his parishioners.

Reminder about early childhood  
teacher registration   HURRY!

All qualified early childhood teachers who are employed 
as an early childhood teacher in an education and care 
service or a Victorian children’s service are required to be 
registered with the Victorian Institute of Teaching (VIT) 
from 30 September 2015. Teachers who are qualified as 
early childhood teachers and who have been employed or 

Some principals argue that their successful leadership 
practices transcend context and culture. The first context 
focuses on a principal who has led two very different schools:

• the disadvantaged Bellfield Primary School, formerly  
in Ivanhoe, which no longer exists due to restructuring  
in the area

• the early childhood to Year 10 campus of Haileybury 
College, a high-fee independent school serving an 
advantaged community.  

The principal of these two schools, John Flemming, says  
that constructing an environment in which students can 
achieve their best was just as important at Haileybury as it 
was at Bellfield.

The second context explores research on the sustainability  
of successful leadership. It shows how two principals 
responded in different ways to similar policy contexts.  
The first is the principal of Morang South Primary School  
in the growth corridor on Melbourne’s northern outskirts, 
led by Bella Irlicht. The other is the Port Phillip Specialist 
school, a relatively large specialist school in an inner suburb 
of Melbourne, serving students with intellectual disabilities 
and associated disabilities from about 3 to 18 years of age, 
led by Jan Shrimpton.

Although broad leadership frameworks can be constructed 
that work in many, if not most, contexts, subtle differences 
can emerge in particular contexts and cultures. These are 
identified in the third context, which highlights similarities 
and differences in leadership models that have been 
developed from ISSPP cases in Australia, Indonesia and 
Singapore. From Australian examples, a model which focuses 
on the capacity-building role of leadership emerges. It shows 
how successful school leaders interact with a particular 
school context to deliver strategic intentions aimed at 
improving student outcomes.

In some cases, the context and culture make it very difficult 
to lead a school successfully. Two contrasting examples  
are given:

• Hume Secondary College in Broadmeadows, led by 
Glenn Proctor. This school has a long history of serving 

https://my.vit.vic.edu.au/Teachers/Home.aspx/Index
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=26087
http://www.vit.vic.edu.au/finditfast/earlychildhood/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:dtorpy%40ceomelb.catholic.edu.au
mailto:dtorpy%40ceomelb.catholic.edu.au
http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=036841514593192;res=IELHSS
http://www.vit.vic.edu.au/registering-as-a-teacher/registration-catgories/early-childhood-teacher
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the needs of people in the region with limited financial 
resources, where 77 per cent of students come from 
families with low socioeconomic status.

• a remote school including kindergarten to Year 12, serving 
an Aboriginal community in Western Australia, where the 
nearest town for supplies is several hours drive away.

While context and culture can influence leadership practice, 
it might not be as much as some might think. Major 
projects such as the ISSPP describe features and practices 
of successful leadership that are common across a variety 
of contexts and cultures. Successful school leaders not only 
develop a range of core practices associated with school 
success. However, they fine tune their responses to the 
context and culture in which they lead.

 SURVEY

Horizons of Hope: Draft framework for feedback
The development of Horizons of Hope: An Education 
Framework for the Archdiocese of Melbourne is nearing 
fruition. The framework will support Catholic school 
communities to engage in dialogue about the distinctive 
nature of learning and teaching, leading learning, and 
enhancing Catholic identity in our schools. The framework 
has four tiers:

1. Vision – a succinct statement describing the sacred 
characteristics of learners in our Catholic schools

2. Context – a mapping of the current educational 
landscape, drawing out the challenges and opportunities 
for learning and teaching in a Catholic context

3. Strategy – policies, priorities, structures, roles, programs 
and practices designed to realise the vision within  
our context

4. Practice – examples of local practice that align with the 
vision, context and strategy.

The Vision and Context statements will be common to all 
policy and strategy documents from Catholic Education 
Services, providing a consistent approach to policy and 
improving the level of cohesion in the services offered to 

schools. Schools will be invited to contribute their own 
strategies and examples of practice to the framework 
as Catholic Education Melbourne enters a new era of 
collaboration between schools and the sector.

Drafts of the Vision and Context statements, together with 
examples of our policy statements and a sample Strategy 
statement, are now released to schools for consultation 
and feedback until Friday 16 October 2015. School leaders, 
teachers and staff are encouraged to read the draft 
statements and submit feedback via a short survey. 

Schools will be able to track the development of the 
framework through the Google+ Community Horizons of 
Hope Working Space. For more information see the COMS 
circular on the CEVN website or contact Simon Lindsay 
(Manager, Improved Learning Outcomes) at 9267 0228 or 
slindsay@ceomelb.catholic.edu.au. 

 CELEBRATIONS

Queen’s Guide Awards
Congratulations to Holly 
Felsenthal (Year 11) and 
Charlotte Keon (Year 12) of Star 
of the Sea College, Brighton, 
upon receiving the prestigious 
Queen’s Guide Award from Girl 
Guides Victoria (GGV). Similar 
to the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award, the Queen’s Guide 
Award focuses on the girls’ 
personal development that will 
benefit the community on the long term. With a strong focus 
on leadership the Award requires completion of leadership 
tasks, community services with more than 140 hours of 
community work, outdoor skills including first aid training, 
cultural awareness and working with peers, and research 
projects from historical events to copyright law. Holly and 
Charlotte have been with Girl Guides Victoria for a number of 
years and love the welcoming space that GGV provides and 
the range of opportunities to grow.

AFL Winners of the LGA Cup – Northern Region
Congratulations to the Year 6 girls of Our Lady Help of 
Christians School, Brunswick East, who took out the  
Northern Trophy in the AFL LGA Cup by winning all six 
matches against 19 Catholic and government primary 
schools. They now represent the Northern sector, against 
the winners of Eastern, Western and Southern schools at 
Tullamarine next week. 

National and State Sporting achievements  
for Loreto
Congratulations to the following sporting stars at Loreto 
Mandeville Hall, Toorak:

• Olivia Lefoe, Year 6, qualified in Swimming for the 2015 
Pacific School Games to be held in November in Adelaide. 
The Games host 12 countries and 4500 participants and 
Olivia, representing Victoria, has qualified in 8 individual 
races and 5 relays.

• Jaqueline Hart, Year 12, was recently selected for the 
Australian Junior Rowing Team and competed at the Junior 
World Championships in Rio de Janeiro in August.

• Eliza Honan, Year 11, who won the Bernd Greber Cup for 
best individual (secondary schoolgirl) performance at the 
2015 Victorian Interschools Snowsports championships. 
Eliza was also part of the Division 1 team – along with her 
sister Georgia Honan, Year 12, and Tess Nossal, Year 11 – 
that took out the skiing trifecta with first place in Alpine, 
Moguls and Ski Cross team events.

http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27550
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/css/horizonsofhope/consultation.htm
https://plus.google.com/communities/101314121762821237495
https://plus.google.com/communities/101314121762821237495
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27555
mailto:slindsay%40ceomelb.catholic.edu.au
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Social Justice Sunday will be celebrated this year on  
27 September. The Bishops would welcome promotion 
of the Statement in the weeks leading up to Social Justice 
Sunday. Schools are also invited to incorporate the bishops’ 
statement into school curricula and student activities and 
events over the coming year. Strategies might include:

• organising a Social Justice Day with guest speakers and 
group activities

• distributing the statement to senior students studying 
social justice issues and current affairs

• screening the PowerPoint presentation about the about 
the statement and distribute hard copies to staff, school 
board and parents and friends groups

• displaying and making the statement available in each school 
reception area and advertising it in school newsletters.

The COMS letter (10 July) from Archbishop Denis Hart, 
President of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
(ACBC), includes a summary of the Social Justice Statement,  
a short statement for inclusion in a parish or school 
newsletter, and an order form. These are also available 
to download from the ACSJC website. Schools can order 
copies of the statement now from the Australian Catholic 
Social Justice Council (ACSJC). More resources, such as a 
PowerPoint presentation, prayer cards and resources for 
schools will be available shortly.

MEDIA SUMMARY

Catholic school boom 
Happy, smiling faces of the principal and students from new 
school St Clare’s Catholic School in Truganina dominated a 
Herald Sun story highlighting Catholic education’s plans for 
Building Brighter Future for Education.

Provisions to build 19 new Catholic schools in the next 
10 years were also reported prominently in the Geelong 
Advertiser New Catholic schools plan for region.

Resource on praying the Rosary an Aboriginal way
Praying a Scripture Rosary an Aboriginal Way has been 
prepared by the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry (ACM) for 
Victoria. It began in 1991 as a series of paintings of the  
first 15 mysteries of the Rosary, called The Happy Stories 
(Joyful Mysteries), The Sad Stories (Sorrowful Mysteries),  
and The Wonderful Stories (Glorious Mysteries). When  
St John Paul II added the Luminous Mysteries in 2002,  
The Mysteries of Light were included with the others to 
make the set complete. A CD was produced for group use 
in the classroom, the parish or the community. In 2015 a 
book has been published to enable people to pray alone 
while meditating on the paintings in front of them. An 
order form is available from the ACM website. Cost is $15. 
More information about the book and other materials will 
be circulated to the Aboriginal Education Networks in the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne. 

REMINDER

Catholic Bishops 2015–16  
Social Justice Statement   UPDATED

The Australian Catholic Bishops’ 
Social Justice Statement will be 
launched on 9 September. Titled 
For Those Who’ve Come Across 
the Seas: Justice for refugees and 
asylum seekers, the Social Justice 
Statement for 2015–16 calls us 
to re-examine our responses to 
refugees and asylum seekers.

The statement is inspired by the 
actions and words of Pope Francis in 
his 2013 visit to the Italian island of 
Lampedusa, where he met the survivors of a refugee tragedy 
and mourned those who had died. The Bishops address the 
divisive national debate over asylum seekers, especially those 
who arrive by boat and remind us both of the needs of the 
nearly 60 million displaced people around the world and this 
nation’s aspirations to be a place of welcome and inclusion.

CATHOLIC CHURCH NEWS

Appointment of Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference Delegate for Migrants and Refugees
In August this year Bishop Vincent Long 
Van Nguyen ofm conv, the current Chair 
of the Catholic Education Commission of 
Victoria Ltd (CECV) Board and Auxiliary 
Bishop of Melbourne, was appointed 
as the new Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference Delegate for Migrants and 
Refugees. Bishop Long recently spoke 
candidly of his own journey as a refugee 
aboard a boat from South Vietnam in 1975. 

Catholic Education Melbourne congratulates Bishop Long 
on his life of achievement, including his most recent 
appointment. You can read his full speech on his journey 
‘From boat person to bishop’ on the CAM website.

Corpus Christi College Building Appeal
Corpus Christi College trains young men as future priests.  
To accommodate the increasing number of young men who 
are answering the call to serve, Corpus Christi College is 
seeking to add eight more rooms to the seminary.

A special appeal will be conducted on the weekend of  
26 & 27 September across all parishes in the Archdiocese 
of Melbourne and in the Dioceses of Ballarat, Sale and 
Sandhurst to raise funds for the new rooms.

The Appeal is looking to raise money to build and furnish the 
rooms so that the seminary is not left in a position in future 
years where it needs to reject applicants for the priesthood 
because of insufficient accommodation.

To make a donation please go to the Catholic Archdiocese 
of Melbourne appeal page. For further information, see the 
COMS flyer (11 September) or contact Corpus Christi College 
on 9657 0222.

http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27173
http://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/publications/social-justice-statement-2015-16
http://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/publications/social-justice-statement-2015-16
http://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/publications/social-justice-statement-2015-16
http://www.mediaportal.com/0wf701671369
http://www.mediaportal.com/0wi701902139
http://www.cam.org.au/acmv/Article/Article/19716/Praying-a-Scripture-Rosary-in-an-Aboriginal-Way
http://www.cam.org.au/News-and-Events/News-and-Events/News/Article/19714/Long-Van-Nguyen-from-boat-person-to-bishop#.VfDBHxGqpHw
http://www.cam.org.au/CCC-Building-Appeal
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27632
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Green with anger 
The Greens have raised the ire of religious groups by 
proposing new legislation that means Catholic and other 
faith-based schools will no longer be able to protect their 
identity according to the dictates of their faith.

The Age outlined a private member’s bill Government 
urged to remove discrimination in schools, quoting equality 
spokesman Sam Hibbins. ‘Being able to deny a transgender 
student the right to attend school as their preferred gender 
or sacking a teacher because they are gay or lesbian is 
blatant discrimination and must not be sanctioned by 
Victorian law,’ he said.

In direct response to the report, Catholic Education Executive 
Director Stephen Elder’s message is clear.

‘I wrote to Catholic school parents prior to last year’s 
Victorian election, warning them that the Greens would 
endanger the quality of their children’s education. By voting 
against a bipartisan-backed fair funding agreement this year I 
was right. Now they are attacking the very heart and identity 
of religious schools,’ he said.

Fox sentence response 
The decision of both Salesian College, Sunbury, and  
St Joseph’s College, Ferntree Gully, to immediately remove 
any reference to former school leader Julian Fox from their 
honour boards was widely reported among coverage of 
Fox’s conviction on sexual and physical assault charges – 
Paedophile priest found guilty.

In statements released immediately after Fox was sentenced 
to four years jail – with a minimum two years, eight months 
– both schools explained they had ‘removed any reference to 
Julian Fox’s name within our walls, not to hide from history 
but to acknowledge a period when the school operated with 
a leader unworthy of the honour’.

Salesian College Principal Mark Brockhus described the 
conviction as ‘a just outcome for the disgraceful and disgusting 
acts to which nobody should ever have been subjected’.

‘Overall 85 cents of every dollar spent on capital improvement 
is borne by parent fees, while we warmly welcome around  
$25 million annually in Commonwealth assistance.’

Charter school push
A call to investigate ‘charter schools’ as a vehicle for 
improving low-performing government schools is also a vote 
of confidence in Catholic education’s approach to autonomy 
and subsidiarity.

A submission by libertarian think-tank, the Centre for 
Independent Studies, detailed in The Age Think tank push 
for US style schools, argues privately owned public schools 
should be rolled out in Australia.

A high level of autonomy – already afforded by Catholic 
schools – is listed in the research report as one of the major 
benefits of charter schools overseas. Catholic education’s 
approach is that subsidiarity is one of the hallmarks of a 
healthy and robust society and empowering school leaders 
to make decisions and policy at a local level is crucial.

In a Herald Sun charter school comment piece, The road 
to excellence for state schools is a free way, ACU’s Kevin 
Donnelly argues that ‘while the Victorian Government argues 
state schools already are autonomous, that’s not the case’.

‘Schools are controlled by a state-wide Enterprise Bargaining 
Agreement enforced by the Australian Education Union, 
schools have to follow the state-wide curriculum and testing 
regimes and the teachers they employ have to be state-
registered,’ Dr Donnelly writes.

The Centre for Independent Studies report’s lead author 
makes a case to allow ‘for-profit’ organisations to run  
charter schools.

‘There is no objective reason not to allow for-profit 
companies to operate non-government schools ... especially 
if they have a proven track record of successful school 
provision and a stable company structure.’

Executive Director Stephen Elder explained that the 
expansion plans are part of a continued surge in public 
demand that has seen 10 new Catholic schools open in the 
last five years.

‘New and expanding communities in and around  
Melbourne now expect that a Catholic school is part of  
their neighbourhood,’ Mr Elder said.

Secondary and primary schools in the Docklands/Fishermans 
Bend were of specific interest to the Herald Sun.

‘It’s too early to talk about exactly when and where they will 
be built, but it’s important to note any new schools will be 
planned to complement the expansion and development of 
the existing network of Catholic schools in the inner city,’  
Mr Elder said.

Mr Elder also acknowledged the crucial support and financial 
assistance of parents in the growth plans.

‘Our families provide the bulk of the cost of building and 
repair works, while their neighbours at government schools 
are not required to contribute to capital funding at all.

http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/government-urged-to-remove-lgbti-discrimination-in-schools-20150902-gjd5c0.html
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/government-urged-to-remove-lgbti-discrimination-in-schools-20150902-gjd5c0.html
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/paedophile-priest-found-guilty-of-sex-physical-assaults-at-salesian-college-20150828-gja22d.html
http://www.mediaportal.com/0mf700150127
http://www.mediaportal.com/0mf700150127
http://www.mediaportal.com/0rq700673170
http://www.mediaportal.com/0rq700673170
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The Review will consult an expert Advisory Panel. Dr Graeme 
Innes AM, Australia’s former Disability Discrimination 
Commissioner, will lead the review. He has also begun 
leading face-to-face consultations with parents, academics, 
practitioners, principals and teachers.

The Department of Education & Training welcomes written 
feedback from parents, carers, students, principals, teachers 
and disability professionals and advocates. Contributions can 
be emailed to psd.review@edumail.vic.gov.au. In September 
an online survey will be available for this feedback. You can 
register for notification that the online survey is active.

The review is one of a number of initiatives outlined in the 
Andrews’ Government’s Special Needs Plan for Victorian 
schools. A fact sheet on the review is available from the 
review website. For enquiries contact the review team at 
psd.review@edumail.vic.gov.au. 

 OPPORTUNITIES

REMINDERS

Multicultural Awards for Excellence 2015   HURRY!

Victoria’s Multicultural Awards for Excellence acknowledge 
outstanding achievements and service of people and 
organisations that have supported cultural diversity and 
made an impact in promoting community harmony. There 
are various award categories, including an Education and 
Early Childhood Award, which recognises outstanding 
practice that raises awareness and support of civics and 
citizenship and multicultural education, and builds social 
cohesion in education settings. Schools may self-nominate. 

For the guidelines and nomination form, see the Awards 
website. Nominations close Monday 14 September 2015. 
Nominations can be online, completed electronically and 
emailed to rsvpvmc@vmc.vic.gov.au, or hard copy mailed 
to: Awards Coordinator, Victorian Multicultural Commission, 
GPO Box 4698, Melbourne VIC 3001. For more information 
contact the Victorian Multicultural Commission at 9651 0655 
or rsvpvmc@vmc.vic.gov.au. 

caregivers, academics, experts and community groups during 
September–October. Consultations are being held at 2–4 pm 
and 6–8 pm in:

• Broadmeadows: 18 September
• Latrobe Valley: 6 October
• Benalla: 7 October.

Those wishing to contribute to the discussions can register for 
one of these events on the DET website. They can also join an 
online forum, or host their own early childhood conversation.  
A Conversation Guide and Workbook are available to download. 
Feedback from these conversations should be emailed to 
educationstate@edumail.vic.gov.au by 9 October 2015. 

Victorian Government review of Program  
for Students with Disabilities
A review of the Victorian Program for Students with 
Disabilities (PSD) has begun investigating how schools can 
best support students with additional needs, including those 
with an autism spectrum disorder and dyslexia. The PSD 
review is focusing on maximising the learning of students 
with disabilities in an inclusive learning environment, the 
transition from primary to secondary school and the specific 
needs of students with autism and dyslexia. 

GENERAL NEWS

 CONSULTATIONS

REMINDERS

Review of Victorian Early Years Learning  
and Development Framework   HURRY!

The Department of Education & Training, through the 
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA), 
is conducting a review and update of the Victorian Early 
Years Learning and Development Framework (VEYLDF). 
Consultations are taking place during August–September. 
The consultation process will seek advice on updating the:

• eight Practice Principles for Learning and Development
• introductory statements for the five Learning and 

Development Outcomes
• VEYLDF design features.

A background paper provides an overview of the rationale 
and process for the VEYLDF update.

Register for regional face-to-face consultations via the  
VCAA website or submit feedback via an online survey by  
17 September 2015.

For more information see the VCAA website or contact 
Carmel Phillips, Manager of the Early Years Unit, at phillips.
carmel.j@edumail.vic.gov.au. 

Early childhood education   HURRY!

The Victorian Government is asking all Victorians to have 
their say about the future of early childhood services as 
part of the government’s commitment to giving every 
child a strong start in life. An Education State Early 
Childhood Consultation paper is available to download 
from the Department of Education & Training website. The 
consultation will seek the views of professionals, parents, 

mailto:psd.review%40edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/needs/Pages/psdreview.aspx
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Y7WGLSQ
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/specialneeds.aspx?Redirect=1
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/needs/Pages/psdreview.aspx
mailto:psd.review%40edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/projects-and-initiatives/promoting-harmony/awards-and-recognition-programs/multicultural-awards-for-excellence
http://www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/images/2015/TOM/2015VMCAwardsforExcellenceGuidelinesandNominationForm.pdf
https://dpc1.force.com/publicform/vmcnomination
mailto:rsvpvmc%40vmc.vic.gov.au
mailto:rsvpvmc%40vmc.vic.gov.au
http://educationstate.education.vic.gov.au/early-years?tool=survey_tool&tool_id=register-for-an-event1#tool_tab
http://educationstate.education.vic.gov.au/early-years?tool=forum_topic#tool_tab
http://educationstate.education.vic.gov.au/early-years?tool=forum_topic#tool_tab
http://educationstate.education.vic.gov.au/early-years/documents/25829/download
http://educationstate.education.vic.gov.au/early-years/documents/25828/download
http://educationstate.education.vic.gov.au/early-years/documents/25829/download
MAILTO:educationstate%40edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/earlyyears/index.aspx
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/earlyyears/Background-PaperVEYLDFReviewUpdate.docx
http://educationstate.education.vic.gov.au/early-years?tool=survey_tool&tool_id=register-for-an-event1#tool_tab
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/earlyyears/index.aspx
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7XXTYFN
MAILTO:phillips.carmel.j%40edumail.vic.gov.au
MAILTO:phillips.carmel.j%40edumail.vic.gov.au
http://educationstate.education.vic.gov.au/early-years/documents/25853/download
http://educationstate.education.vic.gov.au/early-years/documents/25853/download
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For more information see the COMS circular (7 August) on 
the CEVN website or contact Ben Hutton at 9267 0228 or 
bhutton@ceomelb.catholic.edu.au. 

2015 Fire Awareness Awards
The 2015 Fire Awareness Awards are open to all primary and 
secondary schools. A venture of the Country Fire Authority 
(CFA), the Metropolitan Fire and Emergency Services Board 
(MFB) and the Department of Environment, Land, Water & 
Planning, the awards recognise the work of individuals, groups 
and organisations to reduce the effect of fires in Victoria. 

The Education Award category is open to schools, education 
providers and youth groups/organisations and recognises 
an innovative fire-related education project. The project 
may specifically target students and/or involve students in 
the delivery of a community fire project. All projects must 
have been in place between 30 June 2013 and 30 June 2015. 
For details on how to enter, see the Fire Awareness Awards 
website. Entries close 30 September 2015.

For more information see the COMS circular (14 August) 
on the CEVN website or the awards website, or contact the 
Metropolitan Fire Brigade at 9665 4487 or vicfireawards@mfb.
vic.gov.au or Harry Allard at Catholic Education Melbourne at 
9267 0228 or hallard@ceomelb.catholic.edu.au. 

Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) as an 
alternative to the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE), 
and who face financial barriers to remaining in education. 
The scholarships, valued at $5000 per year, are available 
for the duration of a student’s study, traineeship or 
apprenticeship for up to five years.

Applications are online and close Friday 18 September 2015. 
For more information about the application process see the 
DET website.

Reviewing school energy rates   HURRY!

Catholic Education Melbourne encourages principals to seek 
the best possible deal for electricity and gas. Options include:

• contacting their energy retailer for improved rates. 
Some retailers offer greater discounts for not-for-profit 
organisations, which could mean savings of as much as  
35 per cent.

• signing up to a group-buying arrangement. 

Group-buying options include:

• Church Resources (for small to medium users, such as 
primary schools)

• the Archdiocese of Melbourne (larger users, such as 
secondary schools) – contact Adrian Klep, Director of 
Finance, Archdiocese of Melbourne Building Services,  
at adrian.klep@cam.org.au or 9926 5683

• the National Energy Efficiency Network (NEEN), an initiative 
of Catholic Earthcare Australia and the Australian Government 
Department of Industry and Science. NEEN is offering a 
very competitive energy offer to Catholic schools in the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne. This offer, as well as a NEEN 
energy rates template and terms and conditions booklet are 
available on the CEVN website, under School Improvement/
Sustainability/Documents. The NEEN offer offer has been 
extended and now closes 25 September 2015.

A variety of government and privately owned websites 
offer energy price comparison tools which schools can 
use to determine whether there are better options. When 
considering switching contracts, principals should consider 
any termination penalties that may be incurred.

Premier’s Spirit of Anzac Prize 2015–16   HURRY!

The Premier’s Spirit of Anzac Prize is an annual competition 
held to select Year 9 or Year 10 students for an overseas 
study tour of World War I battlefield sites where Australians 
have served in war. The tour is centred on Gallipoli and the 
Western Front. In 2015–2016, 12 students will be selected. 
In addition, regional finalists will tour a significant Australian 
location and will be invited to attend lunch with the Premier 
of Victoria. 

Students are asked to reflect on the theme: What does 
the ‘Anzac spirit’ mean today in a diverse and multicultural 
Australia. To what extent can your definition be related to 
the events and people of the Great War? Students are asked 
to refer to examples of the Anzac spirit from Australia’s 
involvement in wars and conflicts from Gallipoli to the 
present day, and to relate those experiences to positive 
values in their community and activities of Australia today.

Entries can be in one of a range of formats, including essay, 
video, web page and artwork. Entries must be received by  
10 am, Friday 18 September 2015. Students are encouraged 
to complete the entry form and email it with their 
application to SOAP@dpc.vic.gov.au. For more information 
about the theme, entry requirements, assessment criteria 
and previous study tours, see the website of the Department 
of Premier and Cabinet (DPC) or contact the department at 
SOAP@dpc.vic.gov.au.

Applications to become one of the teacher chaperones 
accompanying the study tour must be submitted by 5pm 
Friday 2 October 2015. The application form and other 
information is available from the DPC website. For enquiries 
contact the department at SOAP@dpc.vic.gov.au.

Lynne Kosky Memorial VCAL Scholarships   HURRY!

The Victorian Department of Education & Training is 
providing two $25,000 scholarships for two outstanding 
students, in honour of former Education Minister Lynne 
Kosky, who passed away in December 2014. 

The annual Lynne Kosky Memorial VCAL Scholarships will  
be available to Year 10 students planning to study the 

http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27319
mailto:bhutton%40ceomelb.catholic.edu.au
http://fireawarenessawards.com.au
http://fireawarenessawards.com.au/award-categories/education-award/
http://fireawarenessawards.com.au/how-to-enter/
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27415
http://fireawarenessawards.com.au
mailto:vicfireawards%40mfb.vic.gov.au
mailto:vicfireawards%40mfb.vic.gov.au
mailto:hallard%40ceomelb.catholic.edu.au
https://www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/scholarships/LynneKoskyVCALScholarships.aspx
https://www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/scholarships/LynneKoskyVCALScholarships.aspx
http://www.cr.org.au/solutions/energy
mailto:adrian.klep%40cam.org.au
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27317
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27316
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27300
http://www.dpc.vic.gov.au/index.php/veterans/premiers-spirit-of-anzac-prize/premiers-spirit-of-anzac-prize-2015-16
http://www.dpc.vic.gov.au/images/Veterans_Affairs/Spirit_of_Anzac/SOAP_Entry_Form_2015.DOCX
mailto:SOAP%40dpc.vic.gov.au
http://www.dpc.vic.gov.au/index.php/veterans/premiers-spirit-of-anzac-prize/premiers-spirit-of-anzac-prize-2015-16
mailto:SOAP%40dpc.vic.gov.au
http://www.dpc.vic.gov.au/index.php/veterans/premiers-spirit-of-anzac-prize/teacher-chaperone-positions
mailto:SOAP%40dpc.vic.gov.au
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Safe Work Australia website. A number of other resources 
are in preparation and will be available in the coming 
weeks. These include a free National Safe Work Month 
smart phone app and a 2015 Virtual Seminar Series about 
the latest thinking and research on work health and safety. 
To be updated on National Safe Work Month, subscribe to 
Safe Work Australia’s online mailing list or follow Safe Work 
Australia on Facebook.

Mental Health Week 2015
National Mental Health Week takes place on 4–10 October 
2015, culminating on World Mental Health Day on  
10 October. This week is an opportunity to increase our 
awareness of mental health and wellbeing and the role we 
play in looking after our own mental health and supporting 
others to do the same.

Faith at a Crossroads
Presented as part of the 30th anniversary of the Helder 
Camara Lecture Series, Faith at a Crossroads guest speaker, 
Margaret Silf, will look at the great traditions of the prophets 
and the mystics, the deep rivers of spirituality and the Gospel 
story itself.

For more information, see the COMS flyer (11 September) or 
contact Suzanne Hermon on 9926 5761 or evangelisation@
cam.org.au. 

WHAT: Faith at a Crossroads
WHEN: Thursday 15 October, 5.00 pm – 6.30 pm
WHERE:  The Oratory, Newman College (887 Swanston St, Parkville)
HOW:   RSVP to Suzanne Hermon on 9926 5761 or 

evangelisation@cam.org.au prior to the event.

The Francis Effect II
A colloquium on how to incorporate Pope Francis’ vision and 
challenge into our everyday life will be held at the Catholic 
Leadership Centre on Tuesday 24 November 2015, 8.30 am – 
4.00 pm. Highlights of the program include a keynote address 
from Fr Denis Edwards, opportunity for prayer and reflection, 

Schools are invited to make use of the School Resources to 
learn more about issues of mission and justice and to reach 
out to help children in need in Madagascar. The resource 
contains a video, worksheets, activities and prayers, as well 
as ideas for fundraising and a fundraising flyer. Students are 
encouraged to design fundraising activities based on socks or 
a Jamaican-inspired theme. 

Schools are encouraged to be involved in these World Mission 
Month activities, which will be a great contribution by your 
school community for Anti-Poverty Week (11–17 October 
2014). Anti-Poverty Week is a national campaign designed 
to strengthen public understanding of the causes and 
consequences of poverty around the world. Schools are asked 
to promote Anti-Poverty Week with Mission activities, and to 
register any activities on the Anti-Poverty Week calendar.

For more information see the Catholic Mission website,  
or contact Kevin Meese at the Catholic Missions Office at 
9639 1344 or Kevin.Meese@cam.org.au. 

2015 National Safe Work Month 
October is National Safe Work Month, which is an 
opportunity to focus on health and safety in our workplaces 
and to make lasting improvements for the benefit of all. The 
theme, Be safe. Be healthy. Because … is a reminder to focus 
on reasons for being safe and healthy at work. An electronic 
information kit will be available soon to download from the 

Honouring Australian Vietnam Veterans secondary 
school competition
This one-off competition honours Australia’s Vietnam 
veterans. Students who are in Years 9 and 10 in 2015 are 
encouraged to explore the service of our Vietnam veterans, 
and to reflect on why it is important to honour their service 
and remember this part of Australia’s military history.

Schools are asked to enter their best entry, one entry per 
school. Entry details, including information about the 
competition question and entry formats, judging guidelines 
and entry form, are available on the Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs website. For free resources and an Information Pack, 
email education@dva.gov.au and provide full postal details.

The competition closes Friday 8 April 2016. Winning 
students will be invited to attend a three-day Canberra 
Commemorative Program in August 2016, visiting cultural 
institutions and attending the national commemorative 
event marking the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan 
in which 18 Australian servicemen lost their lives. The best 
student entry for each federal electorate will win a plaque 
for the school and a certificate for the student.

COMING EVENTS
 

Mission Month and Anti-Poverty Week
October is Mission Month in the 
Church and is dedicated to the 
support of the Church’s Mission 
activities. The theme for the 2015 
Mission Month schools appeal is 
‘I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink’. The 
appeal will focus on the work of Sister Rose Rasoavololona in 
providing physical water and spiritual support to the children 
of Madagascar – a country where there is little access to 
clean water and proper sanitation and thousands of children 
die from preventable diseases like diarrhoea every year.

http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/media-events/safety-month/pages/swam
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/subscribe/pages/subscribe
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27634
mailto:evangelisation%40cam.org.au
mailto:evangelisation%40cam.org.au
milto:evangelisation%40cam.org.au
http://cm.org.au/WMM2015/home.html
http://cm.org.au/WMM2015/pray.html
http://cm.org.au/WMM2015/fundraise.html
http://www.antipovertyweek.org.au
http://www.antipovertyweek.org.au/calendar-of-activities/
http://www.catholicmission.org.au/wmm
MAILTO:Kevin.Meese%40cam.org.au
http://www.anzacportal.dva.gov.au/honouring-australian-vietnam-veterans
mailto:education%40dva.gov.au
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Principals are asked to send high-resolution images, press 
clippings, video footage, pictures or sound bites (500KB or 
greater) that depict events at school, or Catholic education 
in general, during 2015 to events@ceomelb.catholic.edu.au. 
Please include a brief description of each item, and the date/
month the event took place. The closing date for submissions 
is Friday 18 September 2015.

For more information see the COMS circulars (10 July and 
21 August) on the CEVN website or contact Michael Elliott at 
9267 0228 or events@ceomelb.catholic.edu.au.

Ignite Youth: National Catholic Youth  
Conference (Brisbane)  HURRY!

Ignite Conference 15 is a national Catholic youth conference 
for adults, students, children, ministry leaders, teachers, 
priests and religious. It’s about encountering Jesus Christ and 
the Church, experiencing dynamic faith, being equipped for 
living the Christian life, and being empowered to impact the 
Church and the world.

For more information, see the COMS flyer (26 June 2015) on 
the CEVN website or visit the conference website.

WHAT: Ignite Youth: National Catholic Youth Conference
WHEN: 24–27 September 2015
WHERE:   Mueller Performing Arts Centre,  

75 Morris Rd, Rothwell, Qld
HOW: Register via the conference website.

Walk to School month
VicHealth has launched its 2015 campaign to encourage 
primary school students to walk, ride or scoot to school 
during the month of October. Walk to School ambassador, 
AFL Champion Nathan Brown, joined students at St Mark’s 
School, Fawkner, a participating school, to walk the first 
official steps with the students.

Schools and students are encouraged to register for Walk 
to School 2015 at the Walk to School website. Participating 
schools will be provided with certificates to celebrate 

run for about an hour and 15 minutes and cover topics 
including:

• retirement goals and budget
• transition to retirement
• details of the Age Pension
• estate planning
• Catholic Financial Services.

Partners and friends are welcome to attend. To register,  
visit the Catholic Super website, select a date and venue 
and click on Register. For more information see the Catholic 
Super website or contact Catholic Super at 1300 655 002.

Archdiocesan Celebration with Principals 
The annual Archdiocesan Celebration with Principals will be 
held on Thursday 12 November 2015. The Celebration will 
begin at 5 pm with Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral, which will 
be celebrated by the Archbishop of Melbourne, the Most 
Reverend Denis Hart DD. Following the Mass, dinner will  
be held at the Park Hyatt, East Melbourne, commencing at  
6 pm. Further information about the event will be sent in an 
invitation to principals.

Year in Review   HURRY!

The ‘Year in Review’ reflection will again be a feature of the 
evening, and principals are asked to keep the ‘Year in Review’ 
reflection in mind for any upcoming events at their schools. 
Material for this year’s reflection will be submitted online. 

a ‘practitioners panel’ and a facilitated workshop for all 
participants to explore the different ways in which we can 
apply the idea and inspiration from Laudato Si’. Registration 
includes a copy of the newly released book The Francis Effect 
II: Praised Be You – on care for our common home. A full 
program for the colloquium is on the event website. 

WHAT:  The Francis Effect II colloquium 
WHEN:  Tuesday 24 November 2015, 8.30 am – 4.00 pm.
WHERE:   Catholic Leadership Centre,  

576 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne
HOW:  Register on the event website. 

REMINDERS

Conference on Discipleship   HURRY!

The Catholic Dandenong Deanery is hosting a conference 
on ‘What on Earth is Discipleship?’, facilitated by Professor 
Dr Anthony Gittins CSSp. Father Gittens is the author of 15 
books on theology, anthropology, mission and spirituality. 
He taught Theology and Anthropology at The Catholic 
Theological Union in Chicago from 1984 until 2011. He held 
the Bishop Ford Chair of Mission Theology between 1999 
and 2008, and is now Emeritus Professor of Theology and 
Culture. For more information see the COMS flyer  
(14 August) on the CEVN website.

WHAT:  What on Earth is Discipleship?
WHEN & Saturday 12 September 2015, 10 am – 4 pm,  
WHERE Killester College, 433 Springvale Road, Springvale  
 Sunday 13 September 2015, starting at 1.00 pm,  
  with Mass at 5.30 pm, St Anthony’s Hall,  

90 Buckley Street, Noble Park
HOW:  See the COMS flyer for booking details or email 

dandenongdeanery@live.com.au.

Catholic Super retirement seminars
Catholic Super is holding a number of Retirement Seminars 
during September–October to assist its members to think 
about retirement goals and financial security. The sessions 

mailto:events%40ceomelb.catholic.edu.au
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27158
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27514
mailto:events%40ceomelb.catholic.edu.au
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27064
http://www.igniteconference.com.au/
http://new.igniteyouth.com/conference-2/registration/
http://walktoschool.vic.gov.au
http://www.csf.com.au/seminars#Retirement_Seminars
http://www.csf.com.au/seminars#Retirement_Seminars
http://www.thefranciseffectii.com/thefranciseffec6.html
http://www.thefranciseffectii.com/thefranciseffec6.html
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27402
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27402
mailto:dandenongdeanery%40live.com.au
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• How do we embed targeted teaching in every classroom? 
What is the role of governments and education systems, 
schools and teachers, and parents?

Panel members include Margery Evans (CEO of the Australian 
Institute of Teaching and School Leadership), Simon Kent 
(Deputy Secretary of the Victorian Department of Education 
and Training) and Coralee Pratt (Principal of Camberwell South 
Primary School). For more information visit the event website. 

WHAT:   Targeted Teaching: How to close the gap between 
theory, policy and practice

WHEN:  Tuesday 15 September 2015, 6.00 pm – 7.15 pm
WHERE:   Library of Victoria, Village Roadshow Theatrette,  

179 La Trobe St, Melbourne
HOW: Register online on the event website.

Sponsored Study – Master of Business 
Administration (Executive)   HURRY!

Catholic Education Melbourne will hold an information 
session for school leaders wanting to find out more 
information about sponsorship for the Master of Business 
Administration (Executive) through Australian Catholic 
University. The course will be delivered through week-long 
residential units at the Catholic Leadership Unit for a three-
year period commencing in January 2016. Catholic Education 
Melbourne will fund one-third for all course costs for up to 
25 Catholic school leaders. 

For more information see the COMS circular (4 September) 
on the CEVN website or contact Ms Anneliese Vogel at  
9267 0228 or avogl@ceomelb.catholic.edu.au. 

WHAT:   Master of Business Administration (Executive) – 
Information Session 

WHEN:  Wednesday 16 September 2015, 4.00 pm – 6.00 pm 
WHERE:   Catholic Leadership Centre,  

576 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne 
HOW:  Register via My PL (IPLS) by Tuesday 15 September 2015.

WHAT:  Walkathon: Stand on Your Own Two Feet
WHEN:  Sunday 25 October 2015, 8.30 am onwards.  

Runners start 9 am, Walkers 10 am.
WHERE: Yarra Bend Park, Fairfield 
HOW: Register online via the event website.

Day for Daniel 
The annual Day for Daniel (National Action Day) will be 
held this year on Friday 30 October 2015. In the 2014 event 
over one million people participated in promotional events 
across Australia, aimed at raising community awareness of 
child protection and recognising that the ongoing safety of 
children and young people is a shared responsibility. 

Schools are encouraged to engage students in discussion 
about personal safety and to register for the Day for Daniel 
to receive a free starter pack, which includes the Keeping 
Kids Safe DVD, activity sheets, posters, stickers, bunting, 
balloons and a certificate of appreciation.

For more information visit the Day for Daniel website or  
see the COMS circular (17 July) on the CEVN website.

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

Targeted Teaching: How to close the gap  
between theory, policy and practice   HURRY!

Dr Peter Goss, Grattan Institute School Education Program 
Director, will host a panel of senior leaders in school 
education to explore:

• What is targeted teaching? Why is it worth doing?
• What does it look like in practice, and what is the role  

of data?
• What are the current policy settings around targeted 

teaching, and what are the barriers to broader 
implementation?

students’ achievements, and also be in the running for 
regional prizes. Schools are encouraged to promote the 
initiative with parents and students. Free posters, classroom 
calendars, stickers, fact sheets and more are available to 
order and students can enter walking-themed competitions 
each week. Competitions will be promoted on the website 
and Walk to School’s Facebook page throughout October. 

Students can also download a free Walk to School app for 
iPhone and Android devices, to make it easier to record 
walks to and from school every day.

For more information see the Walk to School website or 
email the Walk to School organisers at walktoschool@
vichealth.vic.gov.au. 

Zimele walkathon for Africa
Zimele (Zulu for ‘stand on one’s own two feet), an initiative 
of the Edmund Rice Foundation, is organising a Walkathon: 
Stand on Your Own Two Feet: Helping our friends in Africa. 
You can choose to run or walk over a four-kilometre or eight-
kilometre course. The walkathon is to raise funds to support 
the Foundation’s activity in Kenya and Southern Sudan, 
assisting HIV/AIDS sufferers and their families. Donations 
of $2 or more are tax deductible. For more information see 
the COMS flyer (21 August) on the CEVN website or visit the 
event website. 

http://grattan.edu.au/events/targeted-teaching-how-to-close-the-gap-between-theory-policy-and-practice/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/targeted-teaching-how-to-close-the-gap-between-theory-policy-and-practice-tickets-18282104266
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27598
mailto:avogl%40ceomelb.catholic.edu.au
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/ProfessionalLearning.aspx?id=7160
http://www.trybooking.com/Booking/BookingSections.aspx?eid=22447&did=408413
http://www.dayfordaniel.com.au/
http://www.dayfordaniel.com.au/
http://www.dayfordaniel.com.au/
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27213
http://www.facebook.com/WalkToSchool
http://walktoschool.vic.gov.au
mailto:walktoschool%40vichealth.vic.gov.au
mailto:walktoschool%40vichealth.vic.gov.au
http://www.trybooking.com/Booking/BookingEventSummary.aspx?eid=22447
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27520
http://www.trybooking.com/Booking/BookingEventSummary.aspx?eid=22447
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WHAT:  Student performance data workshops for  
2016 Review schools

WHEN: Primary schools:  
 A. Tuesday 6 October 2015, Code: 15SIP201A  
 B. Monday 12 October 2015, Code: 15SIP201B 
 C. Tuesday 13 October 2015, Code: 15SIP201C. 
 Secondary schools:  
 Thursday 8 October 2015, Code: 15SIS201A.
WHERE:  Catholic Leadership Centre, 576 Victoria Parade,  

East Melbourne 
HOW:  Register via My PL (IPLS) by Friday 18 September 2015.

Pope Francis and other Prophetic Voices   HURRY!

Pope Francis and other Prophetic Voices is a conference run 
by Australian Catholic University (ACU) to reflect on and 
respond to Pope Francis’ pontificate. The conference also 
has two supporting forums, Youth Engaging the World: Living 
Pope Francis’ Vision of Faith and Public Forum: Reclaiming 
Mercy, Compassion and Joy in our Public Spaces.

WHAT:   Pope Francis and other Prophetic Voices:  
Calling Us to Reshape the Public Sphere

WHEN:  Thursday 17 and Friday 18 September 2015,  
8.30 am registration, 9.00 am – 5.30 pm

WHERE:  St Michael’s Uniting Church, 120 Collins Street, Melbourne 
HOW: Register via the conference website. 

Supporting forums:
WHAT:  Youth Engaging the World: Living Pope Francis’  

Vision of Faith 
WHEN: Wednesday 16 September 2015, 9 am – 4 pm
WHERE: St Michael’s Uniting Church,  
 120 Collins Street, Melbourne
HOW: Register via the conference website.

WHAT:  Public Forum: Reclaiming Mercy, Compassion  
and Joy in our Public Spaces

WHEN: Thursday 17 September 2015, 7.30 – 9.30 pm
WHERE:  Australian Catholic University, Cathedral Hall,  

20 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy, Melbourne
HOW: Register via the conference website.

WHAT: headspace – suicide postvention preparation workshop
WHEN: Friday 29 October 2015
WHERE:  Catholic Leadership Centre,  

576 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne. 
HOW:  Register via My PL (IPLS) by Friday 29 October 2015, 

Code: 15SWP306A

SAFEMinds in Practice
SAFEMinds is a comprehensive learning and resource 
package to enhance the capacity of school communities to 
effectively identify and support children and young people 
with mental health issues including responding to self-harm. 
Participants are asked to register via My PL (IPLS) on the 
CEVN website.

For further information, see the COMS circular (11 September) 
on the CEVN website or contact Ms Cath Behan at Catholic 
Education Melbourne on 03 9267 0228 or cbehan@ceomelb.
catholic.edu.au.

WHAT: SAFEMinds in Practice
WHEN: Tuesday 17 November 2015
WHERE:  Catholic Leadership Centre,  

576 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne. 
HOW:  Register via My PL (IPLS) by Thursday 12 September 2015, 

Code: 15WBP110A

REMINDERS

Student performance data workshops  
for 2016 review schools   HURRY!

Catholic Education Melbourne invites 2016 review 
schools to attend a Student Performance Data workshop 
in October 2015. The workshops are aimed at helping 
participants to increase their understanding of and skills in 
the interpretation of student performance data. For more 
information see the COMS circular (26 June) on the  
CEVN website or contact Lucy Swan at 9267 0228 or  
lswan@ceomelb.catholic.edu.au. 

Australian College of Educators 2015 National 
Conference
The Australian College of Educators (ACE) will present its 
2015 national conference ‘Educators on the edge: Big ideas 
for change and innovation’ on 24–25 September in Brisbane. 
Speakers include Professor Gillian Triggs (Australian Human 
Rights Commission), Professor John Hattie (Melbourne 
Education Research Institute), Dr Stanley Rabinowitz (ACARA) 
and Ms Rhonda Livingstone (ACECQA). The full program of 
events and speakers is available on the conference website.

WHAT:   Australian College of Educators (ACE) 2015  
National Conference

WHEN:  Thursday 24 – Friday 25 September 2015
WHERE:   Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre,  

Merivale Street, Brisbane
HOW:  Register online on the conference website.

headspace Professional Learning events
The Catholic Education Commission of Victoria Ltd (CECV) 
has developed a partnership agreement with headspace 
to deliver a consistent, coordinated approach to suicide 
prevention services for young people, parents and staff in 
schools. Catholic Education Melbourne are currently offering 
two professional learning events available for staff to attend, 
Suicide support for schools and SAFEMinds in Practice:

Suicide support for schools – headspace postvention 
preparation workshop
Funded by the Australian Government of Health and Ageing, 
the headspace School Support initiative is designed to 
respond to the needs of schools impacted by suicide. Using 
specialist resources and the headspace Suicide Postvention 
Toolkit: A guide for secondary schools, a professional 
learning workshop has been developed for school leaders 
and wellbeing staff to enhance their knowledge, skills and 
confidence in planning a coordinated response to effectively 
manage the impact of suicide on school communities. 

For further information, see the COMS circular (4 September) 
on the CEVN website or contact Ms Cath Behan at Catholic 
Education Melbourne on 9267 0228 or cbehan@ceomelb.
catholic.edu.au.

http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/ProfessionalLearning.aspx?id=7160
https://www.acu.edu.au/616950
https://www.acu.edu.au/616950
https://www.acu.edu.au/616950
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/ProfessionalLearning.aspx?id=7160
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27644
mailto:cbehan%40ceomelb.catholic.edu.au
mailto:cbehan%40ceomelb.catholic.edu.au
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/ProfessionalLearning.aspx?id=7160
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27060
mailto:lswan%40ceomelb.catholic.edu.au
http://www.austcolled.com.au/events/event/educators-on-the-edge-big-ideas-for-change-and-innovation-ace-2015-national-conference-brisbane
http://www.austcolled.com.au/conference/registration
http://headspace.org.au/assets/School-Support/Compressed-Postvention-Toolkit-May-2012-FA2-LR.pdf
http://headspace.org.au/assets/School-Support/Compressed-Postvention-Toolkit-May-2012-FA2-LR.pdf
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27644
mailto:cbehan%40ceomelb.catholic.edu.au
mailto:cbehan%40ceomelb.catholic.edu.au
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Graduate Certificate in Leadership (Spirituality and 
Organisational Practice)
Sentir, a Graduate College of Spiritual Formation, is offering 
a Graduate Certificate in Leadership (Spirituality and 
Organisational Practice) which focuses on the spirituality 
of organisations and integrates spirituality, leadership and 
organisational transformation. The certificate course consists 
of three units delivered as intensives over the year:

• Taking up your role as leader
• Leadership, spirituality and organisational practice
• Organisational transformation and Ignatian spirituality.

The venue for the intensives is Sentir Graduate College  
of Spiritual Formation, 99 Studley Park Road, Kew. The 
college is a work of the Australian Province of the Society 
of Jesus and a graduate college of the University of Divinity. 
For more information see the COMS flyer (21 August) on the 
CEVN website, see the Sentir website, or contact Sentir at  
9854 8110 or registrar@sentir.edu.au. e 

2015 National Catholic Governance Program
Presented by the Broken Bay Institute 
and Catholic Health Australia, the 2015 
National Catholic Governance Program is 
a professional learning course designed 
to assist the formation of current and 
future leaders in the knowledge, skills, 
leadership disposition and awareness 
necessary for effective governance in the 
Catholic sector. 

Interested participants are encouraged to download 
the Contemporary Catholic Governance Brochure and 
Registration Form.

WHAT: 2015 National Catholic Governance Program
WHEN: Friday 30 – Saturday 31 October 2015
WHERE:  The Broken Bay Institute, Building 2,  

423 Pennant Hills Rd, Pennant Hills
HOW:  Register by completing the registration form and 

returning via email to cmartin@bbi.catholic.edu.au. 

ACHPER Conference 2015 
The Victorian branch of the Australian Council for Health, 
Physical Education and Recreation (ACHPER) is holding its 
2015 conference on 26–27 November for those involved in 
health, outdoor, sport and physical education. The keynote 
speaker is Andy Vasily, a Teacher and Education Consultant 
at Nanjing International School, China. A snapshot of the 
program is available on the conference website.

WHAT: ACHPER Victorian Branch Ltd Conference 
WHEN: Thursday 26 – Friday 27 November 2015
WHERE:  Monash University, Clayton Campus,  

Wellington Road, Clayton
HOW:  Register online on the conference website  

(registration opens soon). Early bird registration  
closes 18 September 2015.

For more information, please see the COMS flyer (19 June) 
on the CEVN website or visit the ACU website.

ACEL national conference 2015 
The 2015 ACEL national conference commemorates the 
centenary of the Anzac spirit in a focus on the courage and 
commitment of educational leaders. Keynote speakers 
include Dr Alma Harris, Michael Fullan, Andy Hargreaves, 
Yong Zhao and Robert J Marzano. For more information see 
the ACEL website.

WHAT:  Setting the Learning Agenda: Courage &  
Commitment to Lead 

WHEN: Wednesday 30 September – Friday 2 October 2015
WHERE: Hilton Sydney, 488 George Street, Sydney
HOW:  Register online (requires an ACEL account) or  

download a registration form from the ACEL website. 
Places are limited.

2015 ACSA Biennial Curriculum conference
The Australian Curriculum Studies Association Inc. (ACSA)  
is holding its biennial curriculum conference in Adelaide  
from 30 September to 2 October 2015. The title of the 
conference is Curriculum Leadership for a Diverse Australia. 
The conference has two themes: ‘Leading curriculum 
learning areas’ and ‘Curriculum diversity and inclusion’. 
The focus is on curriculum leadership and cutting-edge 
curriculum design that supports diversity and inclusion  
and respects all learners. For more information see the  
ACSA website or contact the ACSA office at 02 6260 5660 or 
acsa@acsa.edu.au.

WHAT: 2015 ACSA Biennial Curriculum conference
WHEN: Wednesday 30 September – Friday 2 October 2015
WHERE: Adelaide Convention Centre, North Terrace, Adelaide 
HOW: Register online on the ACSA website.

http://sentir.edu.au/courses/grad-cert/grad-cert-lsop/
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27522
http://sentir.edu.au/courses/grad-cert/grad-cert-lsop/
mailto:registrar%40sentir.edu.au
http://www.bbi.catholic.edu.au/short-courses/Contemporary-Catholic-Governance-2015
http://www.bbi.catholic.edu.au/fetch.cfm?fid=F20F6A30-E77D-F1DA-2FEF0FCC3E8ACF87
http://www.bbi.catholic.edu.au/fetch.cfm?fid=F20F6A30-E77D-F1DA-2FEF0FCC3E8ACF87
http://www.bbi.catholic.edu.au/fetch.cfm?fid=F20F6A30-E77D-F1DA-2FEF0FCC3E8ACF87
mailto:cmartin%40bbi.catholic.edu.au
http://www.achper.vic.edu.au/conference-2015
http://www.achper.vic.edu.au/confcontent/keynote-speaker
http://www.achper.vic.edu.au/confcontent/program
http://www.achper.vic.edu.au/confcontent/registration
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=27037
http://www.acu.edu.au/popefrancis
http://www.acel.org.au/acel/ACELWEB/Events/Conference_2015_Speakers.aspx
http://www.acel.org.au/acel/ACELWEB/Events/Conference_2015_About.aspx
https://www.acel.org.au/acel/ACELWEB/Active/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=15CONF
http://www.acel.org.au/acel/ACEL_docs/Events/ACEL Conference 2 Page Flyer.pdf
http://www.acsa.edu.au/pages/page593.asp
http://www.acsa.edu.au/pages/index.asp
mailto:acsa%40acsa.edu.au
https://membership.acsa.edu.au/events/pages/registration.asp

