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This is a sequence of lessons exploring the environment and our duty, 
as stewards of creation, to protect and care for it. Students will delve 
into the concept of creation being a gift from God, and how they 
might look after it by making good choices in their own lives.

PROCESS LEARNING INTENTION RESOURCES ACTIVITY CONTENT DESCRIPTORS

How do I encounter this?
What do I think and sense?

To stir thought, wonder, 
curiosity and further 
questions in the learners.

Students identify creation  
and its beauty.

 

The image above shows 
Tomás Sánchez’s Basurero 
Verde Para Falsos Ecologistas, 
(‘Green Garbage Dump for 
Fake Environmentalists’), 
1996.

Use the visible thinking 
routine from Harvard 
University’s Project Zero.

Students will need access 
to a computer and their RE 
exercise book to record their 
learning from these sessions.

Click on the link to carefully analyse this artwork and use 
the See, Think, Wonder visible thinking routine from Harvard 
University’s Project Zero. 

What do you see?

What do you think about the image? What does it make you 
wonder?

Talk to an adult about the title of this artwork. What do they 
think the artist is saying about how we treat our world?

Sit outside for approximately 15 minutes and draw the 
animals or plants you see (e.g. a bird, a flower, a tree, etc.). 
Alternatively, use a mobile phone or camera to take pictures  
of the things you see. Record the animals or plants you like,  
or pets you care for in your RE exercise book. You can draw  
the animals and plants, or add their pictures if you are able 
to print them. Alternatively, you can create a PowerPoint 
presentation using your pictures and some written text to 
complete this activity.

Based on the research you have conducted so far, what are  
you thinking now? Write a paragraph (approximately half a 
page) in your RE exercise book. 

K&U – Explain how Catholic 
social teaching on the 
common good may inform 
decision-making. 

R&R – Interpret 
environmental decisions 
in light of Catholic social 
teaching.

How do others  
encounter this?
What do others think  
and why?

Students ascertain the 
perspectives of others on 
creation and the natural 
environment.

 

https://www.theage.com.au/
politics/victoria/owners-of-
warehouses-left-holding-skm-
waste-ask-who-will-help-
them-20190926-p52v87.html

A lot of our recycling used to be sent to China. Last year,  
China decided to drastically reduce how much recycling it 
would take from countries like Australia. 

What does this picture make you think/feel about recycling  
in Australia?

Use the thinking routine ‘Here now, there then’ from Harvard 
University’s Project Zero.

Create a table with two columns in your RE exercise book. 
Label these as ‘A’ and ‘B’. Ask two adults what they think  
about Australian attitudes toward recycling. List their views  
in column ‘A’.
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Imagine you could travel back in time. You hear a horse and 
cart travelling along the road: is it the milkman or the bread 
carter? The milkman takes your empty milk bottles and 
replaces them with glass bottles of milk, which he leaves on 
your doorstep. The bread carter sells you a loaf of bread and 
places it in a cloth bag.

Using this example, ask two older adults (either your 
grandparents or someone over 60) the following question: 

Was there a difference in the way people thought about using 
materials when you were younger? 

Record their responses in column ‘B’.

Compare the past and present perspectives in your columns.

Why do you think attitudes have changed? Why did people in 
the past not think the way we do today?

How is this encountered 
in the Catholic faith?
What does the Catholic 
Church teach and why? 

Students will explore Catholic 
social teaching on care for our 
common home.

Quote from St Ignatius Open the link to see the quote from St Ignatius. What do you 
think about this statement? What is included in ‘all things’? 
You can enter a conversation using Skype, Zoom, FaceTime or 
whatever platform the school is using.

K&U – Explain how Catholic 
Social Teaching on the 
common good may inform 
decision-making.

Students explain key 
stories of love and care for 
the environment from the 
Scriptures.

Care for our Common Home 
(Stewardship of Creation) – 
Caritas Australia

Click on the link to read the comics and watch the video. 

Teachers are encouraged to engage in conversation with 
students over Zoom, Skype, FaceTime or something similar 
to create a wider dialogue about what students have learned. 
Otherwise, students can share what they have learned with 
those at home.

In your RE exercise book, write down what you think the 
Catholic social teaching on the environment means and why  
it is important.

How do you take care of something that has been gifted to you? 
Write a piece in your RE exercise book detailing how you treat 
gifts that have been given to you.

Students explain a key Church 
document on care for the 
environment.

Read Gen 1: 29–31 Thinking of the scripture passage you have just read, what 
does God say about creation?

What is the most important part of this passage? How does 
this show God’s love for us? 

If Earth is one of the greatest gifts we have been given, how 
should we care for it?

Pope Francis has written a letter to everyone on planet Earth 
about caring for creation. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1yEIbEifyr1xOR5AOFnZUaPDjl-RHLxdZbD7wxbSzqx0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/cst/care-for-our-common-home
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/cst/care-for-our-common-home
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/cst/care-for-our-common-home
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1C3lam-IHaJrxT7hTc6o2LeAHczqmeXQUW_XGOTv4GS8/edit?usp=sharing
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Note to teachers: Remind students that at the end of the last 
session, we came to the conclusion that we care for creation 
because it is a gift from God.

Watch Catholic Agency for 
Overseas Development’s 
(CAFOD) video Laudato Si’ – 
Care for Our Common Home

Watch the children’s version of Laudato Si’ and take notes in 
your RE exercise book. Pause the video at points that highlight 
how you can help protect creation.

Why is it important to care for creation, other than the idea that 
it is a gift?

What will you do differently now? In your RE exercise book, 
write down a promise to do something to help improve the 
environment for everyone. Explain what that something is and 
how you think it will help.

Video about St Francis of 
Assisi’s Canticle of Creation.

Watch the linked YouTube video and list all the parts of creation 
named in this poem (e.g. Brother Sun, Sister Moon, etc.). What 
do you think this poem is telling us about how we should treat 
the earth?

St Francis of Assisi’s story Read the story of St Francis of Assisi or watch a video about him.

Answer the following questions: 

• What was St Francis like?
• How did he care for creation?
• What can he tell us about God’s creation?
• Do you know someone who is like St Francis of Assisi?  

Why are they like him? (For example, my grandma talks to 
her flowers and thanks God for creation.) 

Make a puppet of St Francis of Assisi using repurposed 
materials you find around the house. These can include an  
old sock, some boxes, string, etc. 

Make a video of your puppet and share the stories with your 
class.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=KOgF2Kgel6k&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=KOgF2Kgel6k&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGmmQ6oTn48
http://www.ofsaustralia.org.au/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=156545
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Assessment
K&U – Students explain the Catholic tradition and its 
elements by referring to history and context. They compare 
and contrast their understanding with another perspective.

R&R – Students interpret their life in dialogue with the 
Catholic tradition and the cultural context by identifying the 
‘big questions’ of human experience and articulating why they 
matter.

P&CE – Students reflect on experiences that provoke  
spiritual and religious insights by engaging with beauty,  
the unseen and the mystery of God’s work in the world.  
They integrate new insights by articulating how these  
might influence personal decision-making.

PROCESS LEARNING INTENTION RESOURCES ACTIVITY CONTENT DESCRIPTORS

How am I called into  
a deeper relationship  
with others, the world 
and God? 
How have I been 
transformed by this 
encounter?

Students integrate new 
insights on how people can 
be stewards of creation 
by identifying possible 
implications for their 
community.

Seeds, potting mix, a plant pot 
or a space in the garden, and 
a thick texta.

Students may need the help of 
a parent, carer or older sibling 
for this activity. 

With the help of your parents, carers or older siblings, plant 
seeds in a pot. This could be seeds from a pumpkin, capsicum 
or any you may have at home. 

Think about how you will help God care for creation.

You can use the texta to write this on the pot or on a card and 
attach it to a stake in the garden (e.g. I help God by planting/
caring for my pet/being kind to animals).

Place the pot in a sunny place and ask God through nature to 
look after it as well.

You can take a photograph of this and place it in your RE 
exercise book (or in your PowerPoint presentation) and write  
a prayer for the environment.

On a large sheet of paper, create an image of what your 
neighbourhood would look like if everyone took care of God’s 
creation. 

R&R – Interpret 
environmental decisions 
in light of Catholic social 
teaching.

P&CE – Reflect on how people 
can be stewards of creation.  


